& MEET THE ARTLST

Kirsten enjoys making
lovable Little Rascals

If crafting, creativity and teddy bears are part of your make
up, then aven a long braak from it will not stop you retuming

to something yvou love

B8 JILL KDY

irsten Koester lives on the

ouiskiria of a small village in

thiz far north of Germarry: She

ls perhapa beter kmown by her
trade narme Die Meinen Stretehe (Litle
Rascals). "The narme is bormowed from
a 1960 TV serdes with 1930 silent
movies that | leved growing up. This
saries was aboul the adventums and
pranks ol a gang of spoity bat lovable
bouts!

Kirszen sewed her fitst bear in 1884

Several hundred bears were made
over the years, untll | stopped mak-
g bears aboul 15 yesars ago. On the
onik hand, this had to do with the Bact
that 1he interest in collector baars was
clearly decreasing and. on the other
hand, [ noticed that my heart was no
longer in the matter. However, | didn't
give away 1y tools and materials, [
kept them for all thase years. Now, after
a loog tirme, e picked up the 1ools
of the trade again and e notioed 1
hanen® [Drgottan it - making bears
could be fun again!”

A part-time bear maket, Kirsten also
enjoys other creative pursuits, such as
dying fibers and fabrica with vegeta-
bile dyes, or apinning with a spinning
wheel. “In ey lange garden, where [
cyrore wecplahiles and dye plans, here
s abways samefing to da. And the
Marth SEa is not far away; it Imvibes you
1o g2 swimming in the sea and stand-
up paddling in summer, and to walk
along the dike in winter!*

Kirszem feels forfunate to have her
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own space within the family home
where she can be creative but bear
making is a ttbe more flexble. "Since
1 prefer o sew my bears by hand, [ can
actually saw thern ampwhere. [ abways
cio all the other work, swech as darning
splitting joints, pulling in eyes, sewing
on sars and embroidering noses, at my
works tabie, where all the toels [ noead
are meady’”

A lowe of a variety of crafts haz been
with Kirsten for many years. “Working
with Al lands of etile material hag
abways appealed 1o me: [ have ac-
cudned many technequees frofm spinning,
Wi, knisting, crocheting, knotting
andd from lace making to silk painting
I'ver also ahways had a wealawess for
teddy bears: the two companicns from
miy childhood are now sitting in my
bedroom!” Taking a career break afier
the birth of her second daughter gave
Kirsten an opportaniny o comibine hoth
passdons The Iripeias was & giff par
birm, and 5 the Kl beas whs crdaled
at the end of 1884, Two years o!'lr'ﬂna
1 out followed. | worked from clippangs
from magazines, lapped o new
scurces of material. and slowly worked
iy way into the crafl of malking bears
In the meantime | came to make my
bears according bo my own bdeas, and
patterns | has developsd

And during this e, seeaeral differ
ant styles of bear have developed too
“My bears cannot be assigned toa
claar category [ have made bears in
zizea 10-50cm, crazy bears (my Crazy

Bear series), & sories of Bile classic
style bears (Litle Classic), for 2 while
there weare natural bears (polar and
brown bears), then again a mini bear
saries with boars in different posas.
There were rmice, thare weare bears
Iying dowm, [ also made tableaus .. |
won' let myself be pinned dosm.”
The bears Kirsten cngates ane & far
cry from her first astampt b i isall
part of the learning proceas. 'Tha
very first bear | sewed, in 1954 after
someone else had cut it, was moreof
a cuddly bear — made of conon terry
cloth and snaffed very sofity ARer male
iney & series af bears from someate
elsa’s mstructions, | slaried &l\,sig'ning:
oy o partberne, In doing so. [ broke
away from the pattern that a bear
can either it or stand. | was exciied
o create bears in diffarent positions:
some are lying on their stomachs with
their heads in thelr hands, others ane
Iying on their backs with their lega in
the air, stifl olhers aps with thear hands
oo Bhair hops. The mest eocciting thing
i always the head, becasse this is
whera you can determine the bear's
expression. Should the eyes be cloae
togather or further apart? Should the

ears sit higher on the head or mome io
the side? And the embroidering of the
nosa and mouth decides whether the
bear locks happy or sad’

It iz ot only dilferent styles that have
developed over tme; Kissen enjoys
exploring new echniques 1o My
B ame jointed 5-7 Gmes and the
joints ame split. Sometimes | give my
bears a conical neck joint ko increase
their poasikiites of expressicn. | pre-
fer to make one-off pieces, buf there
are also limited srnall series or an
open series’”

Oiow techmicque she mastered is a
Beature of a bear she stll holds close
8o hir heart. "My favorite basar | hinag
made iz Cedric, With this bear, in
1858 | presented the sculpied leat
with four toea, which are now typical
for many of my bears, for the firet time.”

Faying atbention o details is ofien
where Kirsten finds inspiration. "Since [
ahwants go through the warkd with open
iy, [ e run ol af deas. Some
times |"m nspined By a moovement
somecns is making, sometimes by a
postar | see somewhara in passmg,
somelimes it's a special fabric (sea the
photo of Marsupilamis)
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Chaality ke absn very inporiant
[ prefer to work with high-cqualing

Materinl, Monalr, vIsooss, harsd-Biom
cglass enars. From Tirme 10 imes 1 dne
thax fbrics [ wark with usang wacptie
ble cheps. The: baars axe staffed with
washed and combed sheep's wool
Sometimes | also use granubes,
especially on the standing
baars

Moast of the Dears that have
suwocessfully participaied n
compelitions (Brizsh Bear Artist
Foward, Crolden Geonpe, Tokopd
Imernatiomnal Teddy Avard, Golden
Teddy Award. TOBY Awands, TED
worbdwide, Eurcteddy) have stayed
with me

Bafore 1aking a long break from
DEaT MABFI, Birsten gitended Dear
fairs both domeshcally and mhes
natonally n wdditnon, shi sodd the
bars 10 maomy oouniries throwgh her
website al the time. And her websibe
ia a1 the forefront of her fature plans

[ wronald ke to redesign my webaite,

which haz been on hians for a long
time, 20 it hecomes easily accessihla
afgaln for interested bear loverm”™

B — = =
= IE BLAL HACTY
| Ty LoSs Ruscals
oot Toddy Baars by Eusnen Fodsmier
w b hipe desdetnenatioichn nedi
el oo der s rarenletey Fu

'ﬂ-ﬁ FECESY BN Sald & Pmishs



